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"Come to NUM"
say National University of Mongolia students
Rosalind Perrett

The National Uni-
versity of Mon-
golia (NUM) is 
Mongolia’s old-

est and highest-ranking 
university. It was founded 
in 1942 with the three 
faculties of Medicine, 
Veterinary Science and 
Pedagogy, and since then, 
has continued to grow 
and develop, fostering in 
its students an educated 
global outlook with the 
motto, ‘We admire true 
knowledge, humanism and 
intelligence.’ Geographical-
ly, the university has also 
expanded. It now compris-
es eight schools, including 
schools for the Arts and 
Sciences, Engineering and 
Applied Sciences, Business, 
and Law. In 1947, a new 
postgraduate faculty was 
founded for the purpose 
of preparing university 
lecturers and science spe-
cialists.

In its first year of establish-
ment, NUM enrolled 93 students 
into the university, 53 of them in 
preparation courses. 

‘NUM students are the future 
of Mongolia’, reads the university’s 
website, and certainly, their broad-
ranging education and disciplined 
work ethic has served both them 
and their country excellently – the 
university has a history of prepar-
ing students to attain distinguished 
positions in a number of social 
areas, including public affairs, 
politics and economics. 

But it hasn’t stopped develop-
ing. As NUM’s previous President 
R.Bat-Erdene explains, “Currently, 
NUM is launching a major initia-
tive to strengthen its research ca-
pability and quality of curriculum 
that is to better serve the changing 
needs of the Mongolian society.”

International 
relations – the 
university’s 
approach:

These needs are changing partly 
as a result of globalization, which 
is impacting everything from Mon-
golia’s economy right down to the 
brand labels on student’s coats. In 
a world which is ambivalently con-
nected and detached, cross-cultural 
understanding and international 
cooperation is more important than 
ever. Yet again, the National Uni-
versity of Mongolia stands out for 
its dedicated approach to providing 
overseas study opportunities, both 
for its own students, and for those 
of the 220 international universities 
and organizations it is collaborating 
with worldwide. Since 1954, stu-
dents from countries including the 
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USSR, China, the UK, France, Germany, Japan, 
Korea, Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, Vietnam, 
Laos, Cuba and India have all laid the foundations 
for prosperous future careers at NUM. Many have 
benefited from the university’s active involve-
ment in coordinating international scholarship 
programs, including Erasmus Mundus, Eurasia, 
Fulbright and AusAid. The university’s diverse 
and multicultural academic community, as well 
as its commitment to initiating and encouraging 
exchange programs and joint academic ventures, 
means that NUM students are well equipped 
to comprehend the world around them, and to 
appreciate and value the others who inhabit it.

A student’s perspective:

According to 19 year-old NUM students 
Enkhzul Yansan, who joined the university in 
2014, it is NUM’s exemplary teachers and reputa-
tion within Mongolia that make it special. “The 
National University of Mongolia is Mongolia’s 
best university,” she explains, “and it has great 
fame. It is a real honor to study there. Going 
to NUM was my childhood dream.” “So many 
of the teachers at my university are really tal-
ented and hold a Master’s or a Doctor’s degree,” 
she continues, “and all of them are famous in 
Mongolia. Their education and their teaching 
skills are really good, so that always helps me 
to achieve my goals.” Enkhzul studies Biology 
at the university, and speaks highly of NUM’s 
Science departments – “My Biology teachers all 
hold a Doctor’s degree and have done a lot of 
research. If you sat in one of my lessons, you 
would understand – they are really talented. The 
science education provided by my university is 
probably the best in Mongolia.” NUM’s excellent 
reputation is also highly regarded by industry 
professionals and employers. “There is an un-
written law that students who graduate from 

NUM will get a good job. Employers know that 
graduates from my university will be skilled at 
their jobs,” Enkhzul explains.

Alongside academic pursuits, students from 
NUM can take part in a number of extra-curric-
ular clubs and societies. “My friend and I are 
members of the Student’s Association,” Enkhzul 
tells me, “My friend introduced me to a student 
in the Art Club, and she is also a member of the 
DJ Music Club. My friend is leader of the Arts 
Project and I am leader of the Sports Project.” 
I asked Enkzhul what the role of leader entails. 
“I am in charge of organizing competitions,” 
she explains, “I have now run six or seven 
competitions – two basketball competitions and 
one volleyball competition, as well as chess and 
other sports competitions.” “I am really proud 
to be the leader,” she goes on to say. “If I had 
not been introduced to the Student’s Association 
and become leader then now I would be shy. It 
really helps me.” The broad range of activities 
that students can get involved with helps shy 
students like Enkhzul to make friends and grow 
in confidence, which has a positive impact on 
their academic performance. “Walking around 
the university now there are so many students 
that I know and who know me, and they all call 
out, ‘Hey Erka! Hey! Hey! Hey!’ Me and my friend 
are popular in my university and that is a good 
thing for us, because the more people you know, 
the more people there are to help you,” explains 
Enkhzul. “If I need something, then I can say 
to the students, ‘Hey, can anyone help me?’ and 
they always do.”

I asked Enkhzul whether she wanted to say 
anything else about her university. “Yes, I want 
to say one more thing,” she replied. “Just that 
I am really proud of myself for the time I have 
spent studying at the National University of 
Mongolia. It is the thing that I am most proud 
of in my life.”
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Enkhzul Yansan, NUM student, says “Studying at NUM is the thing that I am most proud of in my life”

Alongside academic 
pursuits, students 
from NUM can take 
part in a number 
of extra-curricular 
clubs and societies. 
“My friend and I 
are members of the 
Student’s Associa-
tion,” Enkhzul tells 
me, “My friend 
introduced me to a 
student in the Art 
Club, and she is also 
a member of the 
DJ Music Club. My 
friend is leader of 
the Arts Project and 
I am leader of the 
Sports Project.” I 
asked Enkzhul what 
the role of leader 
entails. “I am in 
charge of organizing 
competitions,” she 
explains, “I have 
now run six or seven 
competitions – two 
basketball competi-
tions and one vol-
leyball competition, 
as well as chess and 
other sports com-
petitions.” “I am 
really proud to be 
the leader,” she goes 
on to say. “If I had 
not been introduced 
to the Student’s 
Association and 
become leader then 
now I would be shy. 
It really helps me.” 
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Why international students 
should come to NUM:

The benefits of studying abroad, in terms of both 
personal and career development, are almost immea-
surable. Exposure to new teaching methods, as well 
as to a country’s unique history, culture, customs and 
traditions, broadens the mind and in turn allows for 
reflection on one’s own culture. By studying abroad 
you learn to adjust your mindset, to re-assess what 
it is that you value about your own country, and to 
better understand the importance of preserving its 
traditions, all whilst enhancing your self-reliance, 
independence, resilience and resourcefulness. In ad-
dition to this, a degree from a foreign university will 
make you stand out in a competitive job market as 
a self-motivated, cultured individual with a global 
mindset and fine-tuned communication skills, capable 
of adapting to, and thriving in, unfamiliar and chal-
lenging situations.

Why Mongolia?

Mongolia is an up-and-coming country presenting 
fantastic opportunities for research and for personal 
adventure. With some of the world’s last remaining 
nomadic people, and countryside famed for its beauty 
and majesty, international students will not be short 
of things to discover. Mongolia is also a prime country 
in which to conduct empirical research, since many of 
the villages in the various aimags are small and iso-
lated enough to monitor thoroughly and over extended 
periods without outside interference or variables 
seriously impacting the research. Mongolia’s capital, 
Ulaanbaatar, is also developing by the day, with new 
restaurants, state-of-the-art cinemas and all manner 
of bars and clubs springing up. In Mongolia, foreign 
students will experience ‘student life’ in its well-
known form, but they will also experience ‘student 
life’ like nowhere else on the planet.

Why Mongolia?
Mongolia is an up-and-coming country 
presenting fantastic opportunities for 
research and for personal adventure. 
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Why NUM?

International students at NUM 
benefit not just from the university’s 
outstanding teaching, but also from its 
extensive resources. As well as a special 
dormitory for international students, 
the university also has six libraries – one 
main library, and five branch libraries at 
the different schools. The main library 
alone contains circa 471,000 books in 
English, Mongolian and Russian, in 
addition to periodicals and journals, 
many of which are available to view on 
electronic databases. The placement of 
the National University of Mongolia is 
also ideal for foreign students, who are 
within walking distance of local ameni-
ties and student socializing hubs. This 
allows international students to inte-
grate fully with their fellow NUM stu-
dents, who are eager to welcome people 
from different countries and cultures 
into their community.

“The university already has Asians, 
Europeans and Americans,” Enkhzul 
Yansan explains, “But if more interna-
tional students come here, then the fame 
and education of the university will get 

even better. We always want to meet 
more international students. Interna-
tional students would love Mongolia’s 
culture, the people, the education and 
the communication, and they would love 
the countryside.” 

And they need not be daunted by 
the prospect of having no one to talk to 
at the university because, as Enkzhul 
explains, “It is one of the rules of the 
university that first you have to have 
the elementary knowledge, and sec-
ond, you have to graduate advanced in 
English. Every National University of 
Mongolia student has advanced English 
knowledge by the time they graduate.” 
Although some degree of aptitude in 
the Mongolian language is highly ad-
visable for aspiring international NUM 
students, both the Communications Sci-
ence University and the International 
University have English-taught courses, 
with the International University also 
teaching Translation Studies and Eng-
lish and American Cultural Studies. 
NUM also holds summer schools in the 
Mongolian language and culture – the 
perfect preparation for beginning study 
in Mongolia.

What’s next for 
NUM?

With newly-appointed 
President Ya. Tumurbaatar, 
changes can be expected at 
NUM. “This new President is 
really cool, I think,” stu-
dent Enkhzul tells me, “and 
NUM is also benefiting from 
projects set up by the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB). 
These projects are changing 
the University for the Better 
– the knowledge of students 
is improving.” In the present 
moment, everything is point-
ing towards a bright and pros-
perous future for the National 
University of Mongolia and 
its students as it grows not 
just in size, but in vision. For 
international students and for 
Mongolian students too, there 
has never been a better time 
to come to NUM.


